SCHOOL

“Planting” Ahead

Although it feels far off,
September is just around the
corner and Rl farmers are busy
planning for it right now.
Broccoli, colored -cauliflower,
rainbow chard, sugar pumpkin
and cherry tomatoes are all
being grown for RI school kids.
Is there something you are
hoping to serve in your school
district this coming autumn? If
so, please let Kids First, your
favorite farmer, or your pro-
duce distributor know. We are
all happy to help make sure
there are RI fruits and veggies
reserved for Rl school kids.

What's Growing On...
Rhode Island Farm to School

What’s Sprouting in
Rhode Island?

Hooray for
STRAWBERRIES!!!

From
Salisbury Farm

sy
1 L (S
i JOI 1SLON

Jaswells Farm
n Smithfield
Goodwin Brothers Farm

N NOrtn smitnrielid

Attention Food Service Folks:
Kids First has a Facebook
page celebrating Rl Grown in
Rl school lunch. Send us
photos of your students enjoy-
ing Rl Grown produce and we
will publish them!
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For Farm to School programs and technical assistance, contact
Farm to School Specialist Kimberly Clark at Kids First 401 475-9696
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Wayne Salisbury
of Salishury Farm in Johnston
celebrating strawberry season

RI Grown Asparagus
served in 3 districts!

Rl students in 3 different school districts
were lucky enough to get the first crop of
the season in their school lunch. West War-
wick, the first school in R to ever serve Rl
asparagus, bought 80 pounds from
Schartner Famns.. This was for the second
year in a row W. Wawick has served as-
paragus and the kids are starting to recog-
nize it as a sign of good veggies to come!
Students in both Pawtucket and Warwick
experienced asparagus for the first time
ever in their school meal.
| was fortunate to be at Gorton Jr. High
in Warwick on the day it was served. | wit-
nessed a few students expand their hori-
zons and taste fresh asparagus from
Jaswell's Fam. The vegetable was a tough
sell on the lunch line. | found myself plead-
ing with many of the students to try at least
a tiny bit of a skinny stak. We had few
takers, but the brave souls who tasted
really liked it | heard that chicken and
asparagus pizza was being planned in or-
der to wuse the leftovers...Yum!!
The veggie went over really well in
nearby Pawtucket, where 50 pounds of
Schartner Fam asparagus was roasted
and served district wide. Reports were that
students enthusiastically greeted the oppor-
tunity to experience the new and unusual
vegetable. Hooray for spring veggies!!!

A special thank you to our Rhode Island Farm to School funders for their generous support - The Sharpe Family Foundation, The Carter
Family Charitable Trust, The Jessie B. Cox Charitable Trust, The RI Department of Environmental Management Farm Viability Grant, The
van Beuren Charitable Foundation, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Rhode Isiand and Brown University Food For Thought. We love you guys!!!



